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County Celebrates its Newest Building, the Human Services Annex 
 
County officials today cut the ceremonial ribbon to officially open the County’s newest building, the 
Tompkins County Human Services Annex.   
 
The building, located at 214 W. Martin Luther King, Jr./State Street in the City of Ithaca, is the long-
awaited home for the County Office for the Aging (COFA), with additional space that will first 
temporarily house the educational programs of the county Sustainability Center, then eventually be 
improved for county meeting and office space. 
 
“This is a beautiful space in which to serve the public, and it comes at a wonderful point in time,” noted 
Office for the Aging Director Lisa Holmes.  “The number of older adults in Tompkins County has risen 
dramatically over the last ten years, and will continue to do so as the Baby Boomers continue to age. 
The Office for the Aging provides a broad range of information, services and supports, all with the 
mission of assisting older adults to live at home independently with a decent quality of life and human 
dignity.  Last year, the services provided through our office and through our subcontracts reached over 
4,000 older adults in the County.  With the rising demographics, we know that demand for these services 
will only be increasing.  We are so delighted to have a central, accessible and visible office where older 
adults and family caregivers can come for information, assistance and programming.” 
 
Legislator Mike Lane, Chair of the Legislature’s Capital Plan Review Committee, agreed that the 
improvements come at an opportune time, to address increased community need.  Health and Human 
Services Committee Chair Frank Proto observed that the new building marks the successful 
culmination of a long and careful deliberation process, as the County sought the best way to fulfill 
COFA’s and the community’s needs, as it worked to comply with the New York State court system’s 
directive for COFA to vacate its offices in the County Courthouse to provide additional space for court 
purposes. Director Holmes paid tribute to the many who worked to make the project happen, including 
past COFA Director Irene Stein, who devoted much time to this issue during her tenure. 
 
The County acquired the building, vacant former home of the Carpet Bazaar store, for $600,000 in 
December 2010 and performed $1.3 million in improvements. Legislature Chair Martha Robertson 
noted that the project not only meets county government needs in a productive way, but also holds 
significance for the community since through the project a long-vacant building in the City’s 
downtown core has been improved and re-purposed for this important community use. 
 
HOLT Architects, of Ithaca, designed the structural improvements and managed their implementation 
on behalf of the County. 
 
Contact:  Lisa Holmes, Director, County Office for the Aging, 607-274-5482; Martha Robertson, Chair of the 
Legislature, 274-5434 or 272-0584. 
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